THE BY-LAWS

OF THE

SEVENTH DISTRICT OF THE OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.

ARTICLE 1 - NAME

SECTION 1 - This organization shall be a subsidiary of the OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC., and shall be known as the Seventh District or whatever name is directed by the GRAND CONCLAVE and comprised of Chapters in the States of Alabama, Florida, Georgia and Mississippi.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

SECTION 1 - The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the ideals of the Fraternity and to serve as a link between the National Fraternity, the State Organizations and the local Chapters by:

(a)
Keeping alive the interest of the Chapters.

(b)
Providing a medium of expression for Chapters of the Seventh District.

(c)
Considering problems peculiar to the Seventh District.

(d)
Coordinating activities of all Chapters of the Seventh 


District.

ARTICLE III - OFFICERS OF THE DISTRICT

SECTION 1 - Elected Officers:  The elected officers of the Seventh District shall be District Representative; First Vice District Representative; Second Vice Representative; District Keeper of Records and Seal; District Keeper of Finance; District Director of Public Relations; and 
District Counselor.

SECTION 2 - Appointed Officers:
(a)
The State Representative and the Second Vice State 

Representative shall be appointed by the District Representative in consultation with the District Council and upon recommendation of the State Organization. The District Chaplain shall be appointed by the District Representative, with the advice and consent of the District Council, before the conclusion of each District Meeting or as soon thereafter as practicable.
(b)
District Committee Chairmen (sub-committees):  Community & Civic Affairs (Achievement Week, Memorial Service, Talent Hunt, Scholarship, and Voter Registration, Education and Mobilization); History & Archives (Afro-American Life); Membership (Reclamation & Retention, Undergraduate Chapter Advisor and Life Membership); Public Relations (Reports Coordinator and Web Master); Rules (Recommendation, Bylaws and Credentials & Certification); Social Action (N.A.A.C.P., College Endowment Fund, Assault on Literacy & Health Initiatives) Ways & Means (Evaluations, Management Audit, Economic Development and Time & Place).  These Committee & Sub-Committee Chairmen and committee members shall be appointed by the District Representative.
(c)
The District Marshall shall be elected by the host 
Chapter(s) and confirmed by the District Representative.

SECTION 3 - DUTIES:

(a)
- DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE:  It shall be the duty of the District Representative:


(1)
To supervise and oversee the various Chapters of the 


Fraternity within his jurisdiction.


(2)
To approve all candidates for initiation.

(3)
To supervise in person or by proxy all initiations 

within his District and report all actions with 


reference to initiations to the Grand Keeper of 
Records and Seal with in ten days.

(4)
To require from each Chapter a quarterly report of its 
work, containing a concise Statement of the 



constructive work being done by the Chapter in the 

school life, or in the case of Graduate Chapter, in 

the civic life of the community; a program of the 
future plans of the Chapter, suggestions for the 
constructive development of the Fraternity, a brief 
Statement of the personal achievements of the 
individual members of the Chapter, and he shall report 
same to the Grand Basileus.


(5)
To call an annual meeting of all Chapters in his 



District.


(6)
To visit the Chapters in person or by proxy and 



inspect their record books.


(7)
He shall have the authority, subject to the approval 


of the Grand Basileus, to suspend any Chapter located 


in his District or to declare any initiation held in 


his District void, but he must report any such action 


to the Grand Basileus and Grand Keeper of Records and 


Seal for the approval of the former and the 




information of the latter.


(8)
To appoint a District Keeper of Peace before the 



opening of each District Meeting:  His term of office 


shall expire at the close of the District Meeting at 


which he was appointed.


(9)
To notify the Second Vice District Representative at 


any such time as an Undergraduate Chapter is in 



jeopardy of being suspended, or in an emergency 



situation, immediately after suspension.

(b) - FIRST VICE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE


(1)
The First Vice Representative shall perform such 



duties as are assigned to him by the District 



Representative and the District Council.


(2)
He shall exercise coordinating supervision of the 


activities of all standing committees and State 



Representatives and provide the District Council with 


periodic reports of the progress and work being 



performed by the several committees and State 



Representatives.

(c) - SECOND VICE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

(1)
The Second Vice District Representative shall be a 


Brother, who at any time of his election, is pursuing 


the course of study learning to a Bachelor’s Degree.

(2)
He shall have general supervision over the 



Undergraduate Chapters and shall help direct their 

activities and shall from time to time make a report 
to the District Council on the condition and 
activities of said Chapters.


(3)
He shall also perform such other duties as are 



assigned to him by the District Council.

(d) - DISTRICT KEEPER OF RECORDS AND SEAL: The duties of the                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    District Keeper of Records and Seal shall be:


(1)
To have charge of the official District records.

(2)
To keep strict records of the proceedings of the District 
Meetings and to send a report of same to each District 
Officer and to all the Chapters within one hundred and fifty (150) days after the close of the District Meeting and to file a copy of the report with the official records of the District.

(3)
To give a report during the first Plenary Session of 
the 
District Meeting which explicitly States all 
matters referred by the preceding District Meeting to 
the District Council.

(4)
To perform secretarial duties at the direction of the 
District Representative.
(5)
To sign orders from the District Representative to the 
District Keeper of Finance for the disbursement of 
funds of 
the Fraternity and keep record of the 
expenditures authorized by the District; to act as an 
alternate signatory when necessary.

(e) - DISTRICT KEEPER OF FINANCE: The duties of the District Keeper of Finance shall be to apply the comptroller concept in the financial operations of the Fraternity, and:

(1)
To be bonded to the Seventh District in a sum 
sufficient to 
cover the probably amount of funds of 
the Fraternity which he will be called upon to handle 
during his term of office.

(2)
To receive and account for all funds of the Seventh 
District.

(3)
To disburse the funds of the Seventh District on order 
from the District Representative countersigned by the 
District 
Keeper of Records and Seal.


(a)
He shall report all receipts and disbursements as 

separate items to an assembly of the District 


Meeting in as near uncomplicated form as good 


bookkeeping will allow or at such other times as 


the District Council may require.

(f) - THE DISTRICT CHAPLAIN:
(1)
The District Chaplain shall be the Director for religious phase of the District and Council Meetings.

(2)
He shall conduct or be responsible for the conduct of the Memorial Services and devotional program at official 
District Meetings.

(g) - THE DISTRICT COUNSELOR:  The District Counselor shall be an attorney duly licensed to practice law and shall perform the following duties:

(1)
Advise upon all legal matters involving the Fraternity.

(2)
Interpret the Constitution and By-Laws of the Fraternity and the By-Laws of the Seventh District when requested by the District Council, District Representative, or any member of a committee.

(3)
Approve the legal content and sufficiency of all 
security 
bonds of person handling Fraternity funds.

(4)
Upon showing of expediency and with the approval of the District Representative, the District Counselor may appoint an assistant, preferably an Omega Man, to handle particular case or assignment where distance, time of travel and expense would be lessened thereby.

(h)
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

(1)
There shall be one (1) State Representative at large from each state in the Seventh District Area.  His duties shall be to assist the District Representative in coordinating the activities of the various Chapters within the State of which he presides.

(2)
He shall be appointed by the District Representative to the position within thirty days (30) of the State’s recommendation or not later than thirty days (30) after the new fiscal year, or whichever occurs first.  He shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by the District Representative.

(3)
At his discretion, the State Representative may recommend Regional Representatives to assist him, subject to confirmation by the District representative.

(i) - SECOND VICE STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(1)
One Second Vice State Representative from each State shall be recommended by the State Organization at the respective State Meeting.  Such recommendation shall be submitted by the State Representative to the District 
Representative for 
his action within (7) days following the Annual Meetings. He shall be appointed to the position within (30) days of 
the State’s recommendation or not later than thirty days after the start of the new year, or whichever occurs first.

(2)
In addition to the qualifications Stated for the District 
Officer, the Second Vice State Representative shall be a Brother who is a student with at least one full academic year remaining from the time elected.

(3)
The duties of the Second Vice State Representative 
shall be 
to assist the State Representative in a 
manner to be determined by the respective State 
Representative and/or the District Representative.  He 
shall give written reports to the State Representative 
on his official activities in the 
State.

(j) - THE DISTRICT MARSHAL:

(1)
The District Marshal in conjunction with the District Representative and local host Chapter(s) shall make all arrangements for the holding of a District Meeting subject to the approval of the District Council.

(2)
Prior to the close of a District Meeting, the District Marshal shall submit to the District Meeting an abbreviated report (on form provided) of all transactions pertaining to the holding of the District Meeting.  Said report shall contain among other things the amount of money collected by said District Marshal, the source of said collection, the amount of money disbursed, purpose of said disbursements, the amount of unpaid bills, the balance remaining, the disposition made of said balance.  A written detailed report shall be made to the District Representative, District Keeper of Records and Seal, the District Keeper of Finance, including the submission of all financial records of the District Meeting to the District Keeper of Records and Seal, within one hundred twenty (120) days following the close of the District Meeting.

(k) - THE DISTRICT DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS:
(1)
He shall program and publish a District newsletter at 
least twice during the District Year.

(2)
He shall be responsible for pictures, special news 
released, et cetera, at District Meetings, Council 
Meetings 
of the Seventh District and Grand Conclaves.

(3)
He shall collect, write and submit District news and 
happenings to the Oracle in time for inclusion in the 
upcoming publication.

(4)
He shall encourage Chapters within the District and 
advise on ways of improving Seventh District 
representation in the Oracle.

SECTION 4 - ELIGIBILITY, TERM AND MODE OF ELECTION

(a) - ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE: To be eligible for office in the District, a member shall be in good standing with the Fraternity (National, District, State and the Chapter of which he is a member).  To be elected a District Representative and/or First Vice District Representative, a Brother must meet the above requirements plus having been in attendance in at least three of the past five District Meetings.

(b) - TERM OF OFFICE:  All officers of the District except the District Marshall shall be elected at each District 
Meeting.  The District Representative shall not be retained as District Representative longer than three (3) successive terms, other elected and appointed officers shall not be retained in the same office longer than five (5) successive terms.

(1)
The District Officers shall be elected for a term of one year at the annual District Meeting at which meeting, a quorum shall be representative from one more than one-third 
of the financial Chapters in the District.  If no such meeting and election are made as required, the Grand Basileus shall, within thirty (30) days after the prescribed date, appoint a District representative who shall serve for the remainder of the year or until the next Annual District Meeting.  The DR shall in turn appoint the District Officers who shall serve for the remainder of the year or until the next annual District Meeting.

(2)
The District Marshall shall be elected by the 
Chapter or Chapters entertaining the District 
Meeting and confirmed by the District 
Representative.

(3)
There shall be a transition period of thirty (30) working days following the adjournment of the Annual District Meeting for all offices filled by election during which both in-coming and out-going officers constitute the District council.  A written draft of all required reports shall be prepared by the out-going officers within the said thirty (30) day period.

(4)
The newly elected officers shall assume all 
responsibilities of their respective office, 
effective officially at the expiration of the 
thirty-day transition period.

(c)  MODE OF ELECTION:  The election of the officers of the 
District shall be by blind ballot after direct 


nominations.  The nominee receiving the majority of 
the votes shall be declared elected.



In a case of multiple nominees where no candidate 


receives a majority of the votes cast for that office, 

a run-off shall be held between the two (including 


ties) candidates having the highest number of votes.  


The date and time of the run-offs shall be determined 


by the delegates assembled.  Additional nominating 


speeches will be prohibited.


(d) SUCCESSION AND REMOVAL OF ELECTED DISTRICT OFFICERS

(1)
In the case of disability of the District 



Representative to perform his duties the 



succession shall be: First Vice District 



Representative, 2nd Vice Representative, 



Keeper of Records and Seal, Keeper of Finance 


and District Counselor.  IF none of the above 


are available to serve, the District Council 


shall elect an Acting District Representative 


until the next District meeting.



(2)
If other elected officers become unable to 




perform their 
duties the District 





Representative in consultation with the 




District Council shall appoint eligible 




Brothers to complete the unexpired terms.



(3)
Elected District officers may be removed from 



office for cause by majority vote of the 




financial Chapters of the District.

ARTICLE IV - DISTRICT COUNCIL

SECTION 1 - COMPOSITION:  The District Council shall be composed of the elected District Officers, the State Representatives, the Second Vice State Representatives, the Immediate Past District Representative, the District Marshall and the Standing Committee Chairs.  The District Council Executive Committee shall be composed of the elected District Officers the State Representatives, the Immediate Past District Representative and the District Marshall.

SECTION 2 - POWERS:  The District Council shall be the supreme authority for District matters between the District Meetings.  The District Council Executive Committee shall have supreme authority for District matters between District Council Meetings.  The District Council shall serve as an advisory board for the District Representative and act on matters referred to it by the District Meeting or any of the several Chapters.  The District Council does not have the authority to alter or change any action of the District Meeting assembled.

SECTION 3 - MEETINGS:  The District Council shall meet at least once a year in connection with the Annual District Meeting.  Other meetings may be held as determined by the District Council or the District Representative.  Further, committee chairs may be required to meet periodically with the District Council to provide information relative to the respective committee functions and activities.

SECTION 4 - COMMITTEES AND THEIR FUNCTIONS

(a) - REGULATIONS:  The District Representative shall appoint the District committees and chairman with the approval and consent of the District Council.

(1)
The District Committees shall be composed of not less than five (5) members.  Said members may be the State Chairman of corresponding committees.

(2)
No Brother shall serve as a regular member of more than one District Committee at a time.

(3)
A standing Committee Chairman must have attended at least two of the past three District Meetings.

SECTION 5 - STANDING MANDATED DISTRICT COMMITTEES

(a)
Community & Civic Affairs - Sub-committee:  Achievement 
Week, Memorial Service, Talent Hunt, Scholarship and Voter

Registration, Education and Mobilization.

(b)
History & Archives - Sub-committee:  Afro-American Life.

(c)
Membership - Sub-committee:  Reclamation & Retention, 
Undergraduate Chapter Advisor and Life Membership.

(d)
Public Relations - Sub-committees are Reports Coordinator 
and Web Master.

(e)
Rules - Sub-committees:  Recommendation & By-Laws and 
Credentials & Certification.

(f)
Social Action - Sub-committees: NAACP, College Endowment Fund, Assault on Illiteracy and Health Initiatives.

(g)
Ways & Means - Sub-committees:  Evaluations, Management 
Audit, Economic Development and Time & Place.

SECTION 6 - Notwithstanding any other provision set forth in this article, each of the Standing Committees here enumerated shall include in its membership at least one (1) undergraduate Brother.

ARTICLE V - COMPOSITION OF THE DISTRICT MEETING

SECTION 1 - COMPOSITION: The District Meeting shall be composed oF the District Council, the Past District Representatives, Immediate Past Second Vice DR, the official Delegates from the respective Chapters, and the Chairman of District Standing Committees, all of who shall be voting members of the District Meeting.

SECTION 2 - VISITING BROTHERS:  Other financial members of the Seventh District shall be admitted to the sessions of the District Meeting, to have voice therein and to serve on Committees, but shall not be permitted to vote, nor shall such visiting Brothers comprise more than one third of any committee.

SECTION 3 - PURPOSE:  The Meeting of the Seventh District shall convene at least once in each twelve (12) month period at such times and places as may be decided by the District Council or the proceeding District Meeting for the purpose of:


(a)
Hearing and acting upon the reports of the activities 


of the District Council;


(b)
Hearing and acting upon the reports of the activities 


of the Chapter and States, and recommendations of the 


accredited representatives;


(c)
Hearing and receiving other reports as may be 



presented.

SECTION 4 - POWERS:  The District Meetings shall have the power:


(a)
To adopt amendments to the By-Laws in accordance with 


Article X - AMENDMENTS, herein;

(b)
To pass By-Laws not inconsistent with the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.’s Constitution and By-Laws;


(c)
To hear and act upon reports of the activities of the 


Standing and Ad Hoc Committees of the District;


(d)
To hear and act upon reports of the State 




Representatives and Chapters of the District;


(e)
To hear and act upon issues raised by the Grand 



conclave and Supreme Council;


(f)
To elect officers for the ensuing term; and


(g)
To do such other things as may be necessary for the 


welfare of the Seventh District and the Fraternity.

SECTION 5 - QUORUM:  Official representation from one more than one-third of the financial chapters in the District shall constitute a quorum and shall be requisite to convene the District Meeting.

SECTION 6 - ELIGIBILITY FOR VOTING:

(a)
Members of the District Council, Chairman of District 
Standing Committees, the District Emeriti, and the Past 
District Representative(s) shall be entitled to one (1) 
vote
each at the District Meeting provided that none of the 
persons mentioned in this section shall be permitted to 
vote as a delegate of any Chapter in addition to his vote 
as such official or past official.

(b)
Each financial Chapter shall be entitled to send two (2) 
delegates, each of whom shall be entitled to one vote.  
When only one delegate is sent, he shall have two (2) votes 
if the Chapter he represents is three hundred (300) miles 
or more from the seat of the District Meeting.  Chapters 
with more than 20 financial members may have one (1) 
additional delegate for every 10 financial members above 
20, provided such delegates are present at the District 
Meeting to personally cast their vote.

SECTION 7 - VOTING RESULTS:  Except as herein otherwise provided, a majority vote shall be decisive of the matters voted upon.

SECTION 8 - SUCCESSIVE MEETINGS:  The place of each successive meeting shall be decided to at least two years before the date of the District Meeting.  The meeting shall be rotated between the States.  No State may host the meeting twice before the other States have hosted meeting.

SECTION 9 - EXPENSES:  The following expenses of the District shall be borne by the District from registration fees:  Founder Banquet, Undergraduate Luncheon, Talent Hunt expense, Plaques and Citation, District Officers’ expense, and expense of speakers invited by the District council.

ARTICLE VI - REVENUE

SECTION 1 - FISCAL YEAR:  The Seventh District shall operate on a fiscal year of 12 months beginning with November 1, and ending October 31.

SECTION 2 - DELINQUENCY:  A delinquent fee of three dollars ($3.00) shall be levied against each Brother who has not paid District dues by December 31st of the respective fiscal year.  Assessment of the delinquency fee will begin on January 1st each fiscal year.

SECTION 3 - REGISTRATION:  Registration fee for any one District Meeting shall be set by the District Council in consultation with the host Chapters.  All delegates shall be assessed the same fee.  Host Chapter(s) Brothers and visiting Brothers shall be assessed a fee to cover not less than fifty (50%) percent nor more than seventy-five (75%) percent of the total registration fees.  Visiting Brothers of the District Meeting.

SECTION 4 - DUES:  The District Meeting shall have the power to levy all dues, taxes, and assessments for its maintenance and growth provided:

(a)
The District dues may not be increased by more than twenty-
five percent (25%) per year.  Three years District dues are 
to be included in the initiation fees when new candidates 
are being processed.  They are to be sent to the District 
Representative when the National dues are submitted to the 
National headquarters.  The District Representative will 
transmit to the KRS for recording and submitting to the 
District KF.  A Brother is not considered financial with 
the District unless he is financial with the National, 
State and Local Chapter (the amount of State and Local dues 
are to set by those respective bodies).

(b)
The District Life Membership fee shall be $500.00.  Life 
Membership fee may be increased by a majority of the 
delegates in a duly constituted District Meeting.  The 
increase in Life Membership fee shall not affect Life 
Membership Plan which is in force prior to the date of the 
increase.  A Life Membership Plan must be initiated with a 
minimum payment of $100.00 and completed within two (2) 
years.  Brothers will forfeit their investment if payment 
is not completed within the prescribed two (2) year period.  
While making payments into a Life Membership Plan the 
Brothers are still required to pay his current District 
dues.  Only after the District Life Membership fee is paid 
in full, will a Brother’s District dues be waived.

(c)
The District Life Membership fees shall be invested in 
interest bearing securities at the discretion of the 
District Council.  No more than the current District dues 
shall be distributed from the Life Membership Fund to the 
General Fund from income earned from the investment of Life 
Membership fee.

(d)
District Life Membership fees shall be sent as directed by 
the District Representative.

SECTION 5 - BUDGET:  The District Representative in consultation with the Budget and Finance committee shall present a District Budget for the ensuing year to be approved at the District Meeting.

SECTION 6 - COMPOSITION OF BUDGET:  The Budget prescribed in the preceding section shall include an itemized Statement of all anticipated expenditures and income for the ensuing year.  The budget shall be prepared using the concepts, philosophy and procedures of zero-based budgeting.

SECTION 7 - DISTRICT FISCAL PROCEDURES: 

(a)
The District accounting shall operate on a cash accounting 
basis.

(b)
By the end of the fiscal year, all vouchers must be 
submitted to the District Representative within thirty (30) 
days of the end of the fiscal year in order to be 
considered for payment.

(c)
The District Operations Bank Account shall be maintained 
within the city and State of residence of the District 
Keeper of Finance.

(d)
The Keeper of Records and Seal shall develop a summary 
Statement and reconcile all District financial accounts 
with the District Keeper of Finance on a Quarterly basis.

(e)
The District Keeper of Records and Seal shall maintain an 
inventory of all District property and equipment.  Said 
inventory shall be a part of the annual audit of finance.

ARTICLE VII - PROGRAM

SECTION 1 - The Chapter, State and District program year ends with the fiscal year of October 31.

SECTION 2 - Annual Chapter reports shall cover activities from November 1 through October 31.

SECTION 3 - Quarterly Chapter reports shall be submitted to the State and District Representatives not later than the 15th day of each month following the end of the quarter.

SECTION 4 - Each chapter and State must participate in the District and International programs of the Fraternity.  These programs include Talent Hunt, Achievement Week, Memorial Services, Scholarship, Social Action, Reclamation, N.A.A.C.P., U.N.C.F., A.O.I.P., and Economic Development.

SECTION 5 - Records (news clipping, printed programs, annual reports, etc.) are to be sent to the District and State Representatives and the District Director of Public Relation periodically as evidence of such participation.

ARTICLE VIII - STATE ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1 - Each State shall organize a State Organization of Chapters may collect State dues, elect State Officers, appoint State committees and carry out other mandates of the Fraternity.  Elected State Officers shall correspond with elected District Officers except the State Representative and the 2nd Vice State Representative shall be nominated by the State Organization for appointment by the District Representative.

SECTION 2 - No State shall conduct any business contrary to the policy of the Seventh District or International Fraternity, nor shall the By-Laws of the State Organization be in contradiction with the Seventh District of International Fraternity.

SECTION 3 - Any action taken by the State shall be subject to review by the District Representative, and if determined by the District Representative to be in contradiction of the policy of the Seventh District or International Fraternity shall be submitted to the District Council to determine if said action is in contradiction to the Seventh District or International Policy.  Action of the State Organization shall not become effective if challenged by the District Representative until reviewed and approved by the District Council.

ARTICLE IX - EXPULSION AND DISCIPLINE

SECTION 1 - The District Representative shall have the power to suspend, expel or otherwise discipline the Chapters and Brothers in accordance with the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.’s By-Laws.

SECTION 2 - All matters regarding membership discipline shall be in accordance with the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.’s By-Laws.

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1 - These By-Laws may be amended by two-thirds majority of voting Brothers present and voting at an assembled District Meeting provided the proposed amendment has been sent to the District Representative at least sixty (60) days prior to the Meeting.

SECTION 2 - The District Representative shall circulate the proposals to the Chapters at least thirty (30) days before the District Meeting.

SECTION 3 - The Amendments thus approved shall become effective at the close of the said District Meeting.

AMENDED – April 8, 2006 at the District Meeting in Macon, Georgia.
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