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MANHOOD
SCHOLARSHIP
OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.

STATEMENT OF POSITION REGARDING “LITTLE SISTER” GROUPS

WHEREAS, the National Interfraternity Conference, the Fraternity Executives Association and the National Pan-Hellenic Council, Inc. have explicated their positions regarding the belief that sororities offer excellent opportunities for women to share their greek experience on college campuses; and

WHEREAS, the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. is a member of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, Inc. and in concert with the other members of the National Pan-Hellenic Council, supported the resolution which is the genesis of this position statement; and 

WHEREAS, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. has adopted this version of said resolution for its own intents and purposes; and

WHEREAS, auxiliary women’s groups organized by undergraduate chapters, commonly referred to as “little sister” groups in the generic sense, and “Pearls”, “Quessense”, “Flames” and other various and sundry names in the specific sense, are inconsistent with the concept of separate and equal women’s groups of a fraternal nature; and

WHEREAS, the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. believes that these groups inhibit the accomplishment of undergraduate chapter goals by:
· DIVERTING  resources of time, effort and money which are needed for chapter operations and programming;
· DISTRACTING chapter members in the performance of essential duties . . .example membership recruitment and membership education; 

· INVITING disharmony within the chapter by usurping the roles and responsibilities of initiated members; 

· WEAKENING the bonds of brotherhood by adversely affecting interpersonal relationships within the chapter
· CREATING false expectations of belonging or affiliation and establishing an atmosphere which is inconsistent with or antithetical to the purposes of the fraternity; and


WHEREAS, the existence of such groups would increase significantly the exposure to risk for the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,

BE IT RESOLVED:  that the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. expressly prohibits its undergraduate chapters from establishing or maintaining auxiliary women’s groups by any name, inasmuch as such groups are not desirable adjuncts to the undergraduate chapters of this organization.
Note:  Chapters are not prohibited from selecting a “sweetheart”, as long as any contest involving the same is restricted to individual (vs. group) participation by females.  Moreover, if multiple winners are selected (example Sweetheart and Court or Miss Omega, Miss Psi, and Miss Phi), the titles ascribed are for individual and not group recognition.
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Friendship is Essential to the Soul

